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to persist in the tragic adventure which has wrecked
his fortune and his honour, This' Grand Frenchman,5
who has walked with monarchs as almost their equal,
has not been willing to recognise his own error. His
obstinacy has led him on and reduced him to the most
guilty expedients; supported by his lieutenants, he has
hurled millions into the gulf and piled up wreckage
in his wake, in the course of which scandalous fortunes
have been built up on the one hand, while the wretched
victims have been set at defiance."
There followed a long catalogue of the devices
resorted to without justification to raise funds and
secure benefits for the Company.
"All the time," cried the Advocate-General, "we
are having Suez quoted at us, but Suez on the contrary
offered a salutary warning. ... It is to the chorus of
* just like Suez' that French savings have been
swallowed up in this unfortunate enterprise." While
*' he had no desire to discourage efforts at reconstruc-
tion," he had no hesitation in describing Panama " as
the greatest swindle of modern times."
On the following day he wound up his speech for the
prosecution by demanding against the prisoners the
heaviest sentence allowed by the law.
Then Maitre Barboux, counsel for Ferdinand de
Lesseps and his son, began his address for the defence.
He is described as " short, and spare of frame, his
pointed features adorned with a fringe of white
whiskers, his eyes bright and often ironical, a skilled
dialectician, radiating intense conviction in his client's
good faith." He set to work systematically to demolish
the damning edifice built up by the Advocate-General.